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SOUTH AFRICAN SAILING
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Appointed Authorised Agent of South African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA)
5 Industry Road, Paarden Eiland, 7420 – PO Box 519, Paarden Eiland, 7420

Tel +27 21 511 0929 - Fax +27 21 511 0965

Email: mail@sailing.org.za
Website: www.sailing.org.za
Day Skipper, Coastal Skipper or Yachtmaster Offshore

AMNESTY PERIOD (until 26 April 2004)

CONVERSION TO SAS DAY SKIPPER

Please provide the necessary documents listed and submit with the completed application form.

CONVERSION OF CLUB TICKET TO SAS TICKET OTHER THAN DAY SKIPPER

Please submit the following with the above:

- A letter from the Club Commodore validating your experience as a skipper

Please note that a SAS examiner will interview candidates applying for higher certification.

The fee’s are:

Conversion of old CASA ticket to SAS ticket




R 60.00

Conversion of Club Ticket to SAS Day Skipper Ticket



R 60.00

Conversion of Club Ticket to Higher Level SAS Ticket



R250.00

Copy / Replacement Certificate of Competence (for an A4 & Credit Card)

R 70.00

ALL EXAMINATIONS

The purpose of the examination is to test your ability as the skipper of a coastal or offshore cruising yacht.  All the various questions put by the examiner are designed to give you the opportunity to show that you have this ability.  There are no trick questions, neither are there any “model answers” required.

The examiner will be aware that you are likely to be apprehensive about the examination and will try to ensure that he asks questions or sets tasks clearly and unambiguously.  If you do not understand a question, hesitancy in answering can only be interpreted as lack of knowledge.  Candidates will not be penalized for asking examiners to clarify a question.

ORAL EXAMINATIONS  

The normal duration of an oral is 3 hours, in some cases it can be completed in a shorter time, in others it takes a little longer.

During the examination, you may be asked to carry out practical tests in chart work and rope work.  You should therefore, provide your own drawing instruments and rigging knife and spike.  The examiner will provide any necessary charts and navigational tables.  Candidates may use no reference books during examinations.

The provisions of the yacht for a practical examination are the responsibility of the candidate.  The yacht must be in a sound, seaworthy condition and equipped at least to the standards of Grade 4 as set out in the SA Sailing “Recommended Minimum Safety Requirements for Yachts” proceeding to sea from harbours in the RSA.  The candidate must ensure that adequate crew are available to man the yacht efficiently and that charts, navigational publications, fuel, water and victuals sufficient for 18 hours at sea  [6 hours for Day Skipper] are on board.

During the examination, crewmembers will be asked not to take the initiative in an attempt to make the skipper’s job easier.  It is the skipper who is being examined and if the crew sail the boat in spite of, rather than because of, the skipper’s presence, it will be impossible to carry out a satisfactory examination.  Please ensure that your crew understand this.

If you suffer from any physical disability, which impairs your ability to play a full and active part in the sailing of the boat, please make this known to the examiner before the start of examination.

Examinations contain an element of navigation, but candidates must remember that it is their overall ability as a skipper and not just their skills as navigators, which is being tested.  Concentration to the detriment of good seamanship, can lead to a failure of the examination.

If the weather conditions on the day of the examination are such that the wind is so light as to preclude a fair test of sailing ability the examiner is empowered to postpone the examination until a later date.  Similarly, very strong winds may prevent you from putting to sea and necessitate a postponement of the examination.

PARTIAL RE-EXAMINATION 

Candidates, who narrowly fail to show the required standards of knowledge may at the discretion of the examiner, take a partial re-examination at the earliest convenient date
NOTIFICATION OF EXAMINATION RESULTS

On completion of the examination, the examiner forwards a report to the Sail Training Committee, on the basis of which the decision to award or withhold a certificate, is taken.  The Sail Training Committee will endeavor to indicate the reasons for withholding a certificate, which it is considered are within the candidates ability to rectify.

EXAMINATION FEES (With effect from 1st October 2001)

Examination fees must accompany application for examination:
Grade



Club Members


Non-club Members


Day Skipper


R400,00


R600,00

Coastal Skipper


R500,00


R750,00

Yachtmaster Offshore

R500,00


R750,00

CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCE

On successful completion of the examination, the candidate will be issued with an A4 size certificate and a record sheet of the award of the certificate, to be affixed in the candidates Logbook on the appropriate page.  Also issued is a credit card sized certificate of competence, for which two identification photographs (size 23mm X 29mm) are required.

PLEASE NOTE: The candidate, when applying for his Skipper’s Ticket, has a maximum of 6 (six) months, from date of application, in which to complete the full examination.
SUBMISSIONS OF APPLICATIONS

(a)  
Application form, together with the examination fee.

(b)  
Two identification photograph Size 23mm X 29mm

(c)  
A copy of your VHF Radio Operator’s Licence

(d)  
A copy of your logged hours (logbook)

(e)  
A copy of your yacht club membership card.

(f)   A copy of your First Aid Certificate (from Coastal Skipper to Yachtmaster Ocean)

**  Submissions must be posted to your regional office, being either:

SA Sailing, Cape Town,

           
P O Box 519, Paarden Eiland, 7420

SA Sailing, Durban        


P O Box 2224, Durban, 4000

SA Sailing, Johannesburg 

P O Box 4209, Germiston South, 1411

SA Sailing, Port Elizabeth

P O Box 2399, North End, 6056

	Banking Details

	 
	 

	Account Holder
	SA Sailing

	Bank
	Standard Bank of South Africa

	Branch
	Thibault Square, Cape Town, 8001

	Branch Code
	02-09-09-00

	Account Number
	07-088-302-5


LEVELS OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE

CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCE

	Details
	Day Skipper
	Coastal Skipper
	Yachtmaster Offshore

	Days
	
	15 days on board as Skipper or Watch Captain.
	30 days on board a sailing boat in commission as Skipper or Watch Captain of which 50% must be at sea under way.

	Hours
	50 hours as an active crew on board a sailboat, of which 75% has been spent sailing.
	At least 8 full periods of 24 hours included in sea time.
	

	Night Hours
	8 hours night watch-keeping.
	48 hours night watch-keeping.
	48 hours night watch-keeping.

	Miles
	200 miles logged in tidal waters in the open sea.
	800 miles logged in tidal waters in the open sea.
	a minimum of 2500 miles logged in tidal waters in the open sea.

	Passages
	
	at least 3 passages of 60 miles or more.
	a minimum of 3 passages of 100 mile as Skipper, each of which must be overnight passages.


The award of the above Certificates indicates it is accepted that the holder has the following knowledge and experience:

(g)  
DAY SKIPPER

The holder has the knowledge necessary to skipper a yacht in daylight hours in the local waters defined by the Yacht Club of which he is a member.

(h)  
COASTAL SKIPPER

The holder has the necessary knowledge to skipper a yacht on coastal passages, within 50 miles of the coastline, but does not necessarily have the experience needed to undertake offshore passages.

(i)  
YACHTMASTER OFFSHORE

The holder is an experienced yachtsman, competent to skipper a yacht on any extended or ocean passage who, although not being proficient in Celestial Navigation, can demonstrate that he has mastered the use of electronic position fixing devices.  The Yachtmaster Offshore Certificate may only be awarded to candidates who can demonstrate that they have the ability and experience to deal with any situation as skipper of an offshore yacht.

(j)  
YACHTMASTER OCEAN

The holder is an experienced yachtsman, competent to skipper a yacht on passages of any length, in all parts of the world.
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