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Ex South African Colin Dibb is
World Grand Master

Armed to the hilt with a string of titles including
the recent 2011 Australian Laser Grand Master
titte secured at the Nationals in Port Stephens,
NSW earlier this year, Colin Dibb has easily
secured the 2011 Standard World Grand
Masters in San Francisco Bay.

Known for big winds, steep waves and
challenging currents the conditions in San
Francisco didn’'t disappoint sailors with an easy
ride, in fact postponements due to no wind
immediately followed by 20 knots of wind with
giant waves at least six to eight feet provided
the adrenalin rush promised by the event
organisers.

WA's Colin Dibb has sailed and mastered
lakes and oceans around the world. He
commenced sailing in 1965 on Durban
harbour, South Africa and has been sailing
Lasers since 1974 during which time he has
represented South Africa and Australia at
numerous Laser World Championships. In
1980 he achieved his Springbok colours —
the highest achievement in sport in South
Africa and in 2005 he won the Yachting WA
acclaimed Sailor of the Year Award.

In a nail biting end to the Worlds Colin Dibb
secured his title in the Standard Grand Masters
against Peter Vessella from the host club, St
Francis Yacht Club. 'We battled it out in both
races,” Dibb said. 'l managed to get the
Dominican (Jorge Abreu) between us in the first
race, and Lars (Hanson, USA) between us in the
second, just to give me a few extra points. It was
just a great day!" Dibb said with one of his ear to
ear smiles. Vessella finished in second and
Malcolm Courts (GBR) in third.

Once again his physical training, meticulous
technical preparation combined with nearly 37
years experience in the Laser class won through
against a highly competitive international fleet
representing the largest dinghy sailing class in
the world.
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Ensuring aractiveandwinning sailing community takes
excellent coaching

MOD SUMMER SERIES

I would like to extend a very big thank you to
Trevor Hulleman and his team at DAC for
running the bridge on behalf of Seal Point
Yacht Club on 4" September 2011.

“Windways” unfortunately only managed a
third place in the first race and a first place
in the second race thus giving them 4 points
overall. “Aero” managed a first place
finish in the first race and a third place
finish in the second race leaving them on 4
points. This means we currently have a tie
1 on 4 points; a 3" place on 9 points by
Baleka and a tie 4™ with Radio Holland and
Stinger both on 11 points each.

There is nothing in it at this stage and the
field is still open for challengers. Well done
to “Aero” and “Windways” for their 1%
position. The pressure is now on the two of
you to see who will stay on top of the
mountain.
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The whole series lies ahead of us and it is
not too late to leave your mark on the series
and contend for the cups and the coveted
Title as “King” (or Queen) of the NKA MOD
Series.

Big Boat Regatta 2011 was held on the
weekend of the 10™ and 11" September.
The “Wind Gods” saw fit to give competitors
a drifter on Saturday but were kind enough
to give us a reasonable wind on Sunday
with winds between 12 and 20 knots, perfect
conditions for the 27 Big Boats that entered
the race.

Deneysville Aquatic Club kindly co-hosted
the regatta as the “Flying Saucer” at Manten
Marina has been retired and until a new
clubhouse is built, we have no kitchens or
bar available. As we all know, sailing is very
thirsty work and therefore, DAC hosted the
party and prize giving. Our gratitude to all at
DAC for their support and efforts to make
the regatta enjoyable. “Kyocera” came to the
party and sponsored a Happy hour for the
sailors ensuring that everyone was in great
spirits.

The Sea Cart ‘Bog Monster” had a terrific
weekend cleaning up all the laurels
available. Line honours in the Long distance
race, line honours in the medium distance
race, first Multi hull on handicap and first
overall. Skipper Marc Hammick and his crew
must be very proud of their achievement.
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The first Monohull overall was the Stadt 34
“Ice Breaker” skippered by Dave Lister. Ice
Breaker’s steady flawless performance was
consistent throughout the regatta and they
achieved a 2™ and 4™ position respectively.
Fast 42 “Baleka” skippered by Herbert
Karolius, finished in 3 place on the long
distance log with the Leisure 42 “Kyocera”
helmed by Craig Schweitzer finished in 4"
place. Kyocera’'s team won the best dressed
crew in their smart team outfits.

Unfortunately, the little wind that we had
petered out during the course of the long
distance race and many of the yachts were
unable to finish. The bridge boat finally
came off the water at 19:30 however, 'twas
not in vain as they got to experience an
absolutely awesome sunset. Brian Lion-
Cachet sailing on Agattu, finished the race
and upon his return to the moorings decided
to have a paddle all the way out to the finish
line at Muster Mark to stretch out his
muscles. He earned the respect of many of
the sailors and all the committee boat crew
who were exhausted after a long day on the
water.

The Medium distance race on the Sunday
saw the majority of yachts completing the
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course in good time. “Kyocera” finished in
2" on handicap and the JS 9000 “Agattu”
finished in 3 position just two minutes
behind on corrected time.

The Cruising class was won by Tommy
Redmond on his Stadt 34 “Moonshiner”.
Tommy making sure that his name stays on
the floating trophy yet again. In 2" place
was a relative newcomer to racing, Johan
Horn who ably brought his good ship the
Atlantis 36 “Morning Cloud” home in 2"
position. 3" place went to the Beneteau 35
“Coral Palm” skippered by Kevin Payne.

Thank you to all the competitors who
participated. We look forward to seeing you
back again next year for an even bigger Big
Boat Regatta.

Story and Pictures by Kathy Manten

Yours in Sailing

Teresa Wolmarans - PRO SA Sailing - NR

(084) 626-0715 teresawolmarans@live.co.za
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